The Dental Art has generally been considered of modern date; it is however of a much more ancient origin than is usually supposed.
In Egypt we have the first mention of the dental art as a distinct branch of the medical profession.
It is stated by Herodotus, the Grecian historian, that the art of medicine is so practised in Egypt that there is found an individual healer for each individual disease. Hence the whole country was filled with healers, some to take charge of disorders of eyes, others of the head, others of those of the teeth, and others of secret disease, &c. Now as these several branches were hereditary, it might have been presumed that the professors of them would in process of time attain great perfection each in his own branch, and accordingly the skill of the medical men 
